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ON TWO NEW DISTRIBUTIONAL RECORDS OF FISHES FROM THE 
INDIAN COAST 

ABSTRACT 

Two species of fishes Chromis xanthochir Bleeker and Parapercis alboguttata 
(Gunther) collected at Vizhinjam, southwest coast of India are recorded for the first 
time from the Indian Coast and described here. 

FAMILY: POMACENTRIDAE 

Chromis xanthochir Bleeker(Fig. 1 a) 

Haliases xanthochirus Bleeker, 1751. Nat. Tijds. Ned. - Ind., 2 : 248. 
Chromis xanthochir Bleeker, 1877. Verh. Holland Maatsch. Westerschapper, 3 (2): 158. 

De Beaufort, 1940. The Fishes of the Indo - Australian Archipelago, 8 : 455. 

D. XIII + 11; A. II + 10; P. II -J- 18; V. 1 + 5; L. 1. scales 18 + 9-10; 
L. tr. scales 3 + 1 + 8. G. R. 8 + 1 +21 . 

In per cent of standard length, head 29.58-32.86; eye 11.26-11.43; snout 8.54-
8.57; post-orbital 14.08-14.29; interorbital 9.86-10.00; sub-orbital 2.82-2.86; 
maxillary 10.00-11.43; dorsal base 51.43-53.57; height of longest dorsal spine (3rd 
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5.81-8.11; pre-dorsal 28.83-30.41; pre-pectoral 28.83-31.76; pre-pelvic 25.23-29.61; 
and pre-anal 45.61-49.34. Body elongate, cylindrical; lower jaw longer than upper; 
Ups thick; pre-opercular serrated in the posterior vertical and lower limbs; opercle, 
with two spines, lower at the point of the operculum and upper near the 
commencement of lateral line, serrated in the lower region; below eye minute 
inundations; strongly curved teeth in more than one row in each jaw and some of 
the teeth in one row enlarged; laterally, strongly developed canine, one in lower jaw 
and two in upper jaw; position of caninesshow much variations individually; 
vomerine with strong pluriseriate teeth; palatine edentulous; scales ctenoid; 
scales of head commences behind eye and on cheek below middle of eye; 
vertical fins with scaly sheath, dorsal spines strong, usually fourth the longest 
and continuous with the soft portion; membrane between and anal rays deeply 
incised; caudal cut square with its upper ray slightly prolonged; pectoral 
originates behind ventral and usually smaller than the latter. 

Colour: In fresh condition, head and body orange red, abdomen white. Sur
rounding eye, five bands on head. Two bright red spots, one near hind border of eye 
and a larger one just behind posterior end of maxilla. One more spot on opercle. 
Lips and rim of eye bright red. Upper region of eye greenish black. Above and 
below lateral line 8 dark spots giving an appearance of two longitudinal bands. 
Scales of body bordered with yellow. Below dorsal 10 white spots, first one in front 
of first dorsal and last one below last dorsal ray. Caudal base with reddish black 
spot in both the halves giving an appearance of a band. Dorsal and ventral border 
of caudal fin red. A white spot in the lower region of the caudal. Ventral yellow. 
Pectroral orange. A reddish black band at the base of pectoral rays. Anal with 
oblique yellow and blue bands alternated as in the case of caudal. Soft dorsal 
yellow with a horizontal blue band at the tip and an oblique spot just below it. Lower 
half of dorsal without any spots. 

In preserved condition, the entire colour fades leaving the faded black spots 
above and below lateral line and dark spots at the base of caudal. 

Material: 14 specimens ranging from 86 mm to 152 mm in standard length 
(105 mm to 188 mm total length) from boat seine and hooks and lines, from 
Vizhinjam. 

Distribution: Muscat-Misol and presently from Vizhinjam, south west coast 
of India. 
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